DRAFT

February ??, 2009
Mr. Herb Guenther

Director, Arizona Department

  Of Water Resources

3550 N. Central Avenue

Phoenix, Arizona 85012







Re: Natural Recharge and Safe-Yield 

Dear Director Guenther:

As you know, the Upper Verde River Watershed Protection Coalition has added the attainment of safe yield in the Prescott Active Management Area to its mission. A safe yield plan and water budget must include an estimate of a long-term value for natural recharge to the aquifers. The Coalition is writing to request your assistance in the determination of that parameter.

As described in a letter from the Citizens Water Advocacy Group (CWAG) to you dated October 18, 2007, ADWR presents determinations of natural recharge when it calculates annual water budgets in its hydrologic reports. These determinations include two components, mountain front recharge based on the PrAMA groundwater model and an estimate of flooding in Granite Creek. The model output remains the same each year and could be considered a long-term average; however, the flooding component is determined annually based on flooding that actually occurred that year. 
These reports, therefore, do not provide an estimate of natural recharge on a long-term basis. Consequently what is needed is an estimate of long-term flooding in Granite Creek, consistent with the statutory definition of safe yield as a long-term balance between withdrawals and recharge.

In your reply to CWAG dated December 10, 2007, you stated that as part of the Department’s assessment of each AMA’s progress in attaining its management goal, the Department would calculate the estimated average annual flood recharge for the PrAMA based on the 1940-2004 flood recharge estimates. You further indicated that the Department would make that estimate available to the public, along with an estimate of the total average annual natural recharge for the AMA. The Coalition would appreciate knowing the status of this natural recharge determination and encourages the Department to complete it at its earliest convenience.
If you or your staff has any questions concerning technical details of our request, you may contact Joe the Hydrologist at 928-555-****.

Sincerely,

Mayor ???, Chair

Upper Verde Watershed Protection Coalition

cc. Joe the Hydrologist
