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Dear Mr. Muccillo,

 

As per your press release of April 1, 2008, the Citizens Water Advocacy Group (CWAG) is applying for membership on the Upper Verde River Watershed Protection Coalition's (Coalition) Safe yield Workgroup as a representative for the category of Citizens Water Groups.



Specifically, we put forth Mr. Howard Mechanic, chairman of CWAG's Public Policy Committee, as the representative on the Workgroup.  In the event that the Workgroup requests an alternate to attend meetings in the absence of Mr. Mechanic, we put forth Mr. John Zambrano, Vice-President of CWAG.

 

CWAG is a non profit 501(c)(3) organization based in Prescott that was formed and active in 2002. Our Mission is to promote a sustainable water future in the Upper Verde River Basin and the Prescott Active Management Area.  Our mission is strikingly similar to the Coalition's mission including the attainment of safe yield.  As you are aware, Mr. Mechanic was the driving force in having the Coalition add safe yield to its mission.

 

CWAG fulfills its mission mainly through education. We conduct monthly meetings and invite prominent speakers to discuss technical, legal and historical aspects of water, including safe yield. CWAG members have a variety of technical and organizational skills. Our members attend meetings of the many water committees in the Prescott area including the Coalition's. 

 

Of particular note, CWAG conducted a review of the Prescott Active Management Area's Third Management Plan whose goal is to achieve safe yield. The results of that review were presented to the Groundwater Users Advisory Council (GUAC) and ADWR at a GUAC meeting in 2004 and a report of that presentation was subsequently prepared.  Messrs. Mechanic and Zambrano participated in that review.

 

Also of note was the membership of CWAG in the GUAC's Safe Yield Sub-Committee, which ended its work in late 2006.  Mr. Mechanic served on the Sub-Committee's Technical Advisory Committee and contributed to the preparation of the resulting report (Final Report on Safe Yield Impediments, Opportunities and Strategic Directive, November 2006).  Mr. Zambrano also contributed to the preparation of the report.  

 

Both Messrs Mechanic and Zambrano have a demonstrated knowledge of safe yield and Upper Verde issues.  Both have lectured throughout the region and have contributed Courier Talk of the Town articles on these subjects. .  Mr. Mechanic currently serves as Vice-chair of the City of Prescott Mayor’s Water Conservation Safe Yield Committee.  Mr. Zambrano is a member of that Committee as well. 

 

We believe CWAG and our suggested representative and alternate have demonstrated knowledge and commitment to safe yield. CWAG’s community activities and membership make us a particularly excellent representative for the citizens of this region. We would appreciate this additional opportunity to serve the community and your consideration of our application.  



Mr. Mechanic’s contact information is provided below.  You may contact him directly for any additional information.

 

Sincerely,

 

Chris Hoy

President of CWAG

 

Howard Mechanic

309 Bloom Place

Prescott, AZ 86303

 

928-443-1010

 

Howard@CapsuleConnection.com
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